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D E S C R I P T I O N

Fred Anderson Made His First Visit To Europe, Accompanied By His Long-Term Partner,
Trumpeter Billy Brimfield, In February, 1977. The Two Chicagoans Appeared As
Featured Guests With Neighbours, An Austrian Trio Led By Pianist Dieter Glawischnig,
And With That Group They Recorded The Album Accents (Musicians Record Company).
Anderson Toured Europe For The First Time With An Ensemble Of His Own A Year
Later, Including An Appearance At The Seventh International New Jazz Festival Moers, In
Germany, Where He And A Group With Trombonist George Lewis Recorded Another
Place (Moers Music). At The Invitation Of Moers Director Burkhard Hennen, Anderson
Returned For A Follow-Up Appearance At The Festival, From Which The Tenor
Saxophonist And His Working Quartet Embarked On A Tour By Train That Took Them To
Stages In Germany, Switzerland, Austria And Italy.

The Day Before They Left On That Second European Sojourn, The Fred Anderson Quartet Performed At Home In Chicago At The Museum
Of Contemporary Art, As Part Of An Ongoing Series Of Aacm Concerts Presented By The Museum. The Mca Gig Was Taped And Later
Issued On The Tiny Austrian Label Message Records. Released In A Small Batch, It Rather Quickly Became The Rarest Item In Fred
Anderson's Vinyl Discography And Has Until Now Been A Treasured Collector's Item Heard By Only A Handful Of Anderson Fans. In
Reissuing This Lp, We At Ums Decided To Augment It With An Especially Hot Tape From The Ensuing Tour Of Europe.

Four Days After The Mca Concert, The Anderson Four Wowed A Big Crowd In Verona, Italy. Their Performance Was Recorded ? Very
Nicely, With The Exception Of Some Creative Panning Done Live To The Master Tape, Which Careful Listeners Will Notice On The Cd ?
And Twenty-Two Years Later The Music Remains As Crisp And Exciting As It Must Have Then. Listening Back, Anderson Can Hardly
Believe It's That Old. "Could Be Yesterday," He Says, Smiling Widely. Brimfield, Who Sounds Particularly Strong On These Dates, Had
Been With Anderson Since The Very Early Days, At The Dawn Of The ?60S. Anderson Recalls The Two Of Them Practicing Endless Hours
In The Basement Of His House In Evanston, Composing And Working Out Fat-Sounding Two-Part Harmonies On A Book Of Highly
Adaptable Original Pieces, Some Of The Same Compositions That They Were Playing Twenty-Plus Years Later. "This Was Before The
Aacm," He Says. "I Used To Have Steve Colson, All The Guys, Over To My Basement. We?d Be Up Until All Hours Listening To
Records...My Wife Used To Get So Angry. I Remember When Joseph Jarman Came Over, Before Song For [1966] Even."

Two Decades Of Collaboration Cemented Anderson And Brimfield's Musical Relationship By The Time They Stormed Europe. On The
Second Tour With Anderson's Own Band, They Travelled With Hank (Now Hamid) Drake, The Sensational Drummer With Whom Anderson
Continues To Work, And Bassist Steve Palmore. When The Quartet Returned To Chicago, Palmore Stopped Off In New York And Didn't
Return; The Next Chapter Of The Anderson Quartet Began As They Set About Looking For A Replacement, Which Soon Came In The Form
Of Larry Hayrod. As For Drake, Who Contributes The Piece "The Prayer" (Later Retitled "Bombay (Children Of Cambodia)"), On These
Recordings He Is A Youthful 23 And He Already Has The Earmarks Of Being One Of The All-Time Greats. Verona Is A Showcase For His
Musicianship, The Value Of Which Will Not Be Amplified By Hyperbolic Description ? Listen And Judge For Yourself.

"Every Time We Played Those Pieces They Were Different," Says Anderson. For A Demonstration, Listen To The Versions Of "Dark Day"
That Bookend This Two-Disc Set. "Taking Them In A New Direction ? We Made A Point Of That."
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